Project Concept and Overview

The Maritime Administration (MARAD) envisions DDR of the N.S. SAVANNAH nuclear reactor, primary system, and irradiated components as a first step in a seamless process that will lead to the ship’s restoration, in some form, as a museum.  There is no agency intent to dispose of the ship itself following the DDR.  Based on this premise, MARAD intends to pursue the DDR industrial work in a fashion that minimizes any adverse affect to adjacent ship structure.

MARAD assumes that all primary system components are irradiated, and subject to disposal.  MARAD does not contemplate any significant radiological decontamination efforts, unless such efforts can provide a demonstrable benefit.  MARAD intends that industrial DDR make use of the installed ship accesses to the greatest extent possible, and that intact component removal shall be the preferred method.  Significant exceptions to this policy include the two steam generators, and the annular neutron shield tank within the Containment Vessel.

The N.S SAVANNAH will be dry-docked for routine hull inspection, maintenance and preservation in the first half of CY 2006.  Included will be cleaning and preservation of the vessel exterior surfaces, and interior cleaning from the A Deck upwards.  MARAD expects that the ship will be habitable during the DDR, and that contractor activities and facilities will be located onboard to the greatest extent possible.  As in the 1971 Defueling, and subsequent partial decommissioning, the ship itself will be the designated site for regulated activities.  Following drydocking, the SAVANNAH will be relocated to a layberth facility, where it will remain until industrial DDR activities commence.  Throughout this, and all subsequent phases of the work, the SAVANNAH will remain in the custody and husbandry of MARAD, including pier services.
